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Some have denied altogether that there can be a psychical
object before the mind that is not a sensation or an image,
concrete, generalized, or verbal. But when I think of, say,
a dog, either perceptively or imaginatively, I can discern
two aspects in the object of thought. There is, first of all,
particularity: the dog is a particular dog in all sorts of
details. But, in the second place, the object possesses a
universal character which is exemplified in this particular
instance; the very fact that I have a name to give to it proves
that. Thus the psychical object has particularity and uni-
versality at the same time. The nature of the connexion
between the particular and the universal has often been
debated, and it constituted one of the main problems which
occupied the attention of the schoolmen toward the end of the
Middle Ages. Their views crystallized into three main
doctrines—realism, nominalism, and conceptualism. The
realists asserted the real and independent existence of the
universal as apart from its particular embodiments; long
before the days of the schoolmen Plato taught, in picturesque
language, that universals exist apart from particulars in a
region beyond the heavens, and are more real. The nominal-
ists denied this emphatically, asserting that what we call a
universal is merely a name which we apply to large numbers
of objects that resemble one another sufficiently to justify it;
only the individual is real, universals having no objective
existence at all. The conccptualists, of whom the chief was
William, of Ockham, who flourished at Oxford in the fourteenth
century, agreed with the nominalists up to a point, but taught
further that universals have real existence in our own minds.
The debate between realism and nominalism is a matter for
the philosopher rather than the psychologist, whose concern is
with the position of conceptualism. Whether or not universals
have real, objective existence, there can be no doubt that our
minds have the power of dealing with the universals, or patterns
of things, as well as with the things themselves. In so doing
they are working on the highest level of the thinking process.
Up to this point we have been regarding the universal as an
aspect of the psychical object; but the power to think of such

